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Inspecting the tadpoles before
placing them in the wildlife
pond

Working on the allotment

Chainsaw sculpted logs created
by Roots to Fruit

Children painted the logs in
art class

Finished ladybird table and stools

Children installed the spots
with the help of Roots to Fruit

Planted giant’s head created with the
school children
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Imagine …
… a school without walls. A magical woodland of ancient oaks providing a campus for a
series of open-air classrooms that include: gardens, a plant nursery, allotments, an orchard
and a working garden centre.
Imagine …
… students of all ages engaged in this learning environment, immersed in wildness, their
self-confidence and free-thinking expanding and increasing with every passing moment.
Imagine …
…a National Curriculum – covered by a range of countryside, horticulture, bush craft and
work-based skills courses.
Imagine …
…a facility that assists schools and colleges to reach their wider aims and outcomes by
providing children and young adults with experience and training within gardening
(specifically, hard landscaping, plant and vegetable production, ecology, wildlife gardening,
plant identification and biology).
Imagine …
… an environment where learning can be embedded, utilised and given priceless value with
real retail experience including: customer care, health and safety within the workplace and
building effective working relationships.
Imagine …
… a safe, secure place in which the wild world provides the materials for building shelter, fire
is ignited, wild food is foraged, tools are created and used, water is found and utilised and
knowledge gathered regarding natures first-aid remedies.
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Imagine …
… a centre providing all this, already being accessed successfully by a number of schools
and colleges locally.
Imagine …
… a place that could unlock the door to that world …

Qualifications
With Roots to Fruit there are no barriers; we welcome all students regardless of age.
As an accredited learning centre, we can deliver and assess industry and nationally
recognised qualifications.
From just 14 years old, we can register learners onto awards, certificates and diplomas in a
myriad of practical countryside and horticultural skills qualifications from Entry Level 3 to
Level 2.
With the focus on building practical skills we aim to embed the theory within the learning
task. When any student attends a course at Roots to Fruit, they are a coming to a place of
work – not a school. It‟s this that gives the aspects we offer their power. Candidates with low
academic achievement gain valuable qualifications, employability skills, and improved
literacy and numeracy targets - all of which is recognised in the hard outcome of a
qualification certificate.
Our ABC Award qualifications are registered under QCF and are eligible for funding from the
Skills funding Agency (SFA). At present Roots to Fruit does not receive SFA funding directly
but would be happy to work with education providers to approach the SFA directly in order
alleviate the costs of our services to deliver qualifications to respective schools/education
establishments.
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In-House Certification
Roots to Fruit also provides a curriculum for Key Stages 1-3.
We supply in-house accredited certificates that assess learners below 14 years of age,
providing assessment profiles and feedback for the skills they have developed along the
way.
Our Roots to Fruit Certificate of Competence, awarded when a set number of skills and
tasks have been completed, are highly prized!

Projects
We take care of everything: Facilitating the planning, construction and implementation of
projects – allowing the learners to see it through to completion and to evaluate it themselves.
Our learners have harvested wood and other materials to construct various features
including percussion frames, green wall systems, bug hotels and even an enormous giant
emerging from his underground home! These projects were undertaken using a variety of
materials and using a number of newly acquired skills. The learners plan and develop their
own vegetable plots, and potted crops of herbs, flowers and vegetables.
We‟ve also installed some of these features – created by the students – back into their
schools, so they can continue to enjoy them and share them with everyone within the
organisation.

Jonathan Ensell (Company Director)
T 0121 353 3481 M 07590620890 E rootstofruitmidlands@gmail.com
https://oakdenenurseries.wordpress.com/2016/03/07/about-oakdene-nurseries-2/
http://www.rootstofruit.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Roots-to-Fruit-Midlands-Ltd-632441953485719/

Jonathan Ensell (Company Director)
T 0121 353 3481 M 07590620890 E rootstofruitmidlands@gmail.com
https://oakdenenurseries.wordpress.com/2016/03/07/about-oakdene-nurseries-2/
http://www.rootstofruit.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Roots-to-Fruit-Midlands-Ltd-632441953485719/

The National Curriculum
We recognise and understand the pressure the National Curriculum places upon education
providers everywhere. Our present clients have all remarked on the wonderful contribution
Roots to Fruit has made in assisting them to deliver it effectively.
Furthermore during a recent Ofsted Inspection one of our client
schools reported that inspectors were pleased to see projects like
ours as it enabled students to develop their vocational skills.
Our craft workshops and gardening courses are all linked and
mapped to the National Curriculum and are also signposted to
workforce development and careers.

Allotment Rental
We are fortunate enough to own a gorgeous acre and a half heritage apple orchard within
our site. In 2014, we began carefully and sympathetically installing allotment plots amongst
the apple trees, enabling us to provide a supported allotment service within this unusual and
pretty space. Your organisation can rent an allotment and wildlife garden of their own and
have full access to tools and resources as part of an annual subscription fee. Learners of all
ages have expressed their delight at taking “ownership” of their own little plot of land and the
chance to develop it.
We can also deliver accredited continuing development training to staff – empowering
teachers and teaching assistants to then implement the outdoor curriculum across the entire
school organisation.
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Bushcraft Skills
The managed „wildness‟ of our site allows us to introduce learners (often from urban
backgrounds) to all things natural in a safe and secure way: From creating fire without
matches to foraging and then cooking food. From sleeping in shelters constructed with two
hands using natural materials, to tool making and map reading, learners will earn a sense of
the balance that exists between freedom and responsibility.

PPA Time Cover
At Roots to Fruit we know that time is your most precious commodity. Having the ability to
deliver gardening and countryside projects on the school premises, while maintaining and
developing the outside areas that the whole school can use and enjoy, has the added value
of providing all-too-rare cover for PPA time – helping schools free-up their staff to enable
them to prepare for lessons.
Added Value
Roots to Fruit are committed to helping you achieve this for your students, staff and school
by providing an outdoor curriculum that is exciting and innovative.
Roots to Fruit are committed to helping you achieve this by enabling you to meet funding
targets arising with health and wellbeing.
Roots to Fruit are committed to helping you achieve this by ensuring your pupils are
introduced to a vast and varied array of career prospects.
Roots to Fruit are committed to helping you.
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Testimonials
Don‟t just take our word for it look at what Featherstone Primary School has said about our
services:
Roots to Fruit and Featherstone Primary School
“Featherstone Primary School is proud to be working with Roots to Fruit. For the last two
terms we have had weekly sessions with Jon and Adam either at Oakdene Nurseries or at
Featherstone. Our involvement has enabled our children to gain experiences they would not
normally have in an environment they may not usually have access to. Jon and Adam have
been kind enough to give us access to our own allotment at the nurseries as well as all of
the equipment and resources needed to do each activity they have provided.
When we started planning this project we worked closely with Adam and Jon to plan to make
items for our school grounds which would add to and further enhance the magical outdoor
space we have. Jon and Adam‟s approach to utilising the outdoors and vision for the future
matched perfectly with our ethos and we were able to tailor the plans for Roots to Fruit to
match with the school‟s development plan.
The outcomes have been quite amazing. Not only have the children had the chance to
create amazing mosaics, climbing frames, fences, a vegetable patch, wind chimes, tree
rubbings, etc. The have also acquired the practical knowledge and skills to be able to do
these things safely and with consideration for the environment. All of the children have loved
every part of these experiences. They have returned from the sessions buzzing with the new
skills and knowledge they have gained.
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Most of all, the children have enjoyed working together as a team. Through their patient and
thorough approach, Jon and Adam have provided strong role models for our children,
inspiring them to succeed in everything they do. As a result, their self-esteem and
confidence has rocketed. We have seen a change in the children‟s attitudes to work. They
are more resilient and determined.
As a school it is essential for us to prepare our children for the next stage of their lives and
we are determined to allow our children to have as many experiences as possible, so that
they can develop their own dreams and aspirations for the future. During our recent
inspection, Ofsted commented that projects like this help to prepare the children for the next
stage of their education, by giving them practical, vocational skills. Even our staff are gaining
from this experience by working towards an award in Practical Horticultural Skills! This really
is a bonus!!
We have tried to organise it in school so that everyone has the opportunity to work with
Roots to Fruit. All of the children who have completed their sessions are really eager to have
another opportunity. One child said „I cannot wait to see whether our daffodil bulbs have
grown!‟.”
Other comments from our children:
“It was fun, we got to do loads of different things in the garden, like making fences out of
scrap wood. We learnt how to stay safe with dangerous tools and to be careful not to chop
down plants that are flowers when we are weeding or clearing an area.” (Thomas Year 4)
“I learnt how to make a mosaic out of cement and small stone pieces. I have never done that
before.” (Anum Year 4)
“We planted seeds and grew carrots, when they were ready we pulled them out of the
ground. We grew lettuce and made apple juice.” (Trinity Year 3)
“We made a scarecrow! It was really cool because it was like a real human that was actually
alive.” (Jessica Y3)
“It was really fun because we were doing things all the time, outside in the fresh air.” (Demi
Year 3)

If you would like to discuss opportunities with us further or would like to book a site visit then
please contact us.
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